
Uniting children 
with their 

mothers and 
fathers in prison

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
nocaloffice@getonthebus.us

Fresno
Diocese of Fresno

Merced/Modesto
Seeds of Wisdom, Modesto

Oakland
Catholic –Charities-Diocese of Oakland
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School, 

Concord
St. Catherine of Sienna Catholic School, 

Martinez
Carondelet High School, Concord

Sacramento
Catholic Charities – Diocese of Sacramento

San Francisco
St. Ignatius Church, San Francisco
St. Agnes Church, San Francisco

San Jose
Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church, San Jose

Santa Rosa
Office of Detention Ministry - Diocese of 

Santa Rosa

Stockton
Catholic Charities – Diocese of Stockton

Visalia
Visalia Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 

Visalia

CENTRAL COAST CALIFORNIA
centralcoastoffice@getonthebus.us

Monterey
Diocese of Monterey
St. Theodore’s Church, Gonzales
Our Lady of Solitude Catholic Church, 

Soledad

SAN LUIS OBISPO
Nativity of Our Lady Catholic Church, 

SLO
United Methodist Church, SLO
Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church, SLO
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
St. Timothy’s Catholic Church, Morro Bay
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Los Osos
Congregation Beth David, SLO
First Presbyterian, SLO
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church,             

Arroyo Grande
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Nipomo
Old Mission Catholic Church, SLO
Grace Bible Church, Arroyo Grande
Atascadero Community Church
United Church of Christ

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
socaloffice@getonthebus.us

Antelope Valley 
Blessed Junipero Serra, Lancaster
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Palmdale
St. Joseph the Worker, Canoga Park

Bakersfield
St. Francis of Assisi Church, Bakersfield
First Congregational Church of 

Bakersfield-UCC

Long Beach
St. Anthony’s Parish, Long Beach
First Congregational Church, Long Beach
St. Bartholomew Catholic Church,    

Long Beach
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
St. Cornelius, Long Beach

Los Angeles
Bel Air Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles
Mosaic Media Group, Los Angeles
Atlas Entertainment, Los Angeles
All Saints Episcopal Church, Beverly Hills
St. Brendan’s Church, Los Angeles
Islamic Center for Southern California, 

Los Angeles
Good Shepard Catholic Church,        

Beverly Hills

Los Angeles - South
Temple Sinai of Glendale, Glendale
Pepperdine University
Matthew 25 -- American Martyrs 

Catholic Church, Manhattan Beach

Orange County
Catholic Detention Ministry, Diocese of 

Orange
San Bernardino/Riverside
Diocese of San Bernardino
Redlands United Church of Christ, Redlands

San Diego
Catholic Charities, Diocese of San Diego
Pilgrim United Church of Christ, Carlsbad
St. Thomas Moore Catholic Church
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church
The Rock

San Fernando Valley
Office of Restorative Justice
St. Charles Borromeo

San Gabriel Valley – East
St. Dorothy Catholic Church, Glendora
All Saints Episcopal Church, Pasadena
Sacred Heart Church, Covina

San Gabriel Valley -- West
San Fernando Pastoral Region

Ventura / Santa Barbara
St. Anthony’s Church, Oxnard
Santa Clara Church, Oxnard
St. Mary Magdalen Church, Camarillo
Our Lady of Assumption, Ventura

Sponsored by the Center for Restorative Justice Works

Thank you for your support of Get On The Bus!

Tax deductible donations may be made out to Get On The Bus 
and sent to any of our Regional Offices or the Program Director.

(Tax ID #68-0547196)

“The best part of the day 
was just being with my Dad.”

– Bobby age 13

Northern California Office

1125 Ferry Street
Martinez, CA  94553
PH: (925) 335-9314
FAX: (925) 228-1318
Email: nocaloffice@getonthebus.us

Central Coast Office

221 Daly Avenue
San Luis Obispo, CA  93405
PH: (805) 544-2357 ext. 32
FAX: (805) 544-6756
Email: centralcoastoffice@getonthebus.us

Southern California Office

5411 Camellia Avenue
North Hollywood, CA  91601
PH: (818) 980-7714 ext. 11  
FAX: (818) 980-7702
Email:  socaloffice@getonthebus.us

Program Director

5411 Camellia Avenue
North Hollywood, CA  91601
PH: (818) 980-7714 ext. 12
Fax: (818) 980-7702
Email: director@getonthebus.us
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“I appreciate all the love and 
support to have a wonderful 
day with my Dad.  It was 
almost 2 years since we saw 

each other but thanks to Get 
on the Bus I got to see him.”

– Daniela age 11

Uniting children with their mothers and fathers in prison

Why do the children 
need transportation?

Children with a parent in prison are usually 
cared for by relatives, often grandparents.  
Many caregivers are unable to make the drive 

due to distance or expense.  Get On The Bus offers 
a priceless opportunity––a mother’s touch, a father’s 
hug, a family photo, a private conversation and a 
connection with hope and healing.

When does it take place?

Each year around Mothers Day and Father’s Day, 

hundreds of children and their caregivers board 

buses and travel from cities all over the State of 

California to be united. 

What is Get On The Bus?

Get On The Bus brings children and their 
guardians/caregivers from throughout the 
state of California to visit their mothers and 

fathers in prison.  An annual event, Get On The Bus 
offers free transportation for the children and their 
caregivers to the prison, provides travel bags for the 
children, comfort care bags for the caregivers, a photo 
of each child with his or her parent, and meals for the 
day (breakfast, snacks on the bus, lunch at the prison, 
and dinner on the way home)— all at no cost to the 
children’s family.  On the bus trip home, following a 
four-hour visit, each child receives a teddy bear with a 
letter from their parent and post-event counseling. 

“I noticed things about my mother: she 
was pretty and she looked like me. I 
found something in common with all 

the children on the bus.  They 
have a mother in prison too.”

  — Natasha, age 7

•	 An estimated 856,000 children in California have a parent 
currently involved in California’s adult criminal justice system, 
nearly 9% of the state’s children.  (approx. 200,000 have one 
parent in state prison, 97,000 have a parent in jail, and 564,000 
have parents on parole or probation.)¹

•	 One in 5 of these children have witnessed their parent’s arrest.¹

•	 Police and courts do not regularly inquire at the time of arrest or 
sentencing whether a prisoner has children.¹

•	 60% of parents in state prison report being held over 100 miles 
from their children.²

•	 In 1999, the federal Bureau of Justice Statistics found that 54% 
of mothers and 57% of fathers in state prisons reported never 
having had a single visit from their children.¹

•	 Children’s odds of delinquency increase dramatically when visits with 
their incarcerated parent are denied.³

•	 Children who are allowed regular visits with their incarcerated parent 
demonstrate better emotional and social adjustment; they can be 
assured they are loved and that their parents have not abandoned 
them by choice.³

•	 Regular visits between children and their incarcerated parent lower 
rates of recidivism for the parent and improves family reunification 
following the parent’s release.³

¹“Children of Incarcerated Parents” Simmons, Charlene Wear.  California Research Bureau, CRB 
Note Vol. 7, No. 2, March 2000

²Bernstein, Nell.  All Alone in the World:  Children of the Incarcerated.  New Press.  2007
³Children of Incarcerated Parents:  A Bill of Rights, San Francisco Partnership for Incarcerated 

Parents; Friends Outside, Stockton, CA  Oct. 2003

“I got to see my Mom today and 
I adore her.  There is no one in 
the world I have like my Mom.” 

— Chris, age 14

How you can help

Get On The Bus can only take place through 
the generosity of individuals and groups who 
have a heart for this special event.  Here are 

some ways that you can help:

• 	 Volunteer to be on a local Get On The Bus Team.
• 	 Be an Event Sponsor and contribute $1500 (send by 

April 1st and get your company’s logo on the Event Day 
T-shirt!)

• 	 Be a Bus Sponsor and contribute $500 (send by April 
1st and get your name on the Event Day T-shirt!)

• 	 Be a Family Sponsor and contribute $300.
• 	 Be a Child Sponsor and contribute $75.
• 	 Make a donation of any amount to help fund buses, 

food, travel bags and teddy bears.  
• 	 Sponsor an activity in your faith center, school or 

organization to raise money and awareness.

“Even though she’s in here, 
she’s still in my heart. It’s 
been four years since I’ve 
seen her and I’m so happy.” 

— Michael, age 10
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